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ABSTRACT

The burning issues of Nigeria’s national developmbave attracted much concern of management exparts
practitioners alike. The present study’s strategiterest in oil palm pests’ management, oil palnvedepment, and
national agricultural development, are premisedtbe fact that Nigeria in the 1950s and early 196fsrived greater
part of the national economic development earningi® oil palm produce. Nigeria was then a celebdateorld leader on
oil palm produce, with strong national economy. Htedy fundamentally and empirically examined @lnp pests’
management strategies, in relation to oil palm dewment and national agricultural development thwtl enhance
national development in Nigeria. The study adogteclmentary and cross-sectional research, and sopfid.ikert 5-type
coded questionnaire were administered to 120 siedity selected managers/entomologists, drawn fsetected oil palm
development and related establishments in SoutthSmd South—East areas of major oil palm belt afeNa. One
hundred six copies of the questionnaire were fofilnfbr use after data cleaning. Data generated evanalyzed using
Pearson’s Correlation and Multiple regression teirfues, with the aid of Statistical Package for @b8&cience. Findings
of our study revealed positive correlation and sfycstatistical significant relationship between dimsions of oil palm
pests’ management strategies and national agricaltdevelopment. Based on our findings, we arrigethe proven fact
that, effective oil palm pests’ management willande oil palm productivity and national agriculturdevelopment in
Nigeria. The study recommends amongst others, cachprivate and public sectors investments ompaliin development

and productivity, for enhancement of effectiveorai agricultural development, as applicable todayalaysia.
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